THE  HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

and to the fact that Mr. Home himself is subject to unac-
countable ebbs and flows of the force, it has^ but seldom
happened that a result obtained on one occasion could be
subsequently confirmed and tested with apparatus specially

contrived for the purpose.*

The most marked of these results was the alteration
in the weight of objects, which was afterwards so com-
pletely confirmed by Dr. Crawford working with the
Goligher circle, and also in the course of the cc Mar-
gery " investigation at Boston. " Heavy objects could
be made light, and light ones heavy, by the action of
some unseen force which appeared to be under the
influence of an independent intelligence.    The checks
by which all possible fraud was eliminated are very
fully set out in the record of the experiments, and must
convince any unprejudiced reader.    Dr. Huggins, the
well-known authority on the spectroscope, and Ser-
jeant  Cox, the eminent lawyer, together with several
other    spectators,   witnessed   the   experiments.    As
already recorded, however, Crookes found it impos-
sible to get some of the official heads of science to
give the matter one hour of their attention.

The playing upon musical instruments, especially
an accordion, under circumstances when it was impos-
sible to reach the notes, was another of the phenomena
which was very thoroughly examined and then cer-
tified by Crookes and his distinguished assistants.
Granting that the medium has himself the knowledge
which would enable him to play the instrument, the
author is not prepared to admit that such a pheno-

* " Researches in the Phenomena of Spiritualism/' p. 10.
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